
 

 
 
 
Plan to take pets, too 
 

If you must evacuate during a disaster, the most important 
thing you can do to protect your pets is to evacuate them, 
too. Even if you try to create a safe place for them, leaving 
pets behind is likely to result in their being injured, lost or 
worse. Shelter for your animals may be difficult or 
impossible to find in the midst of an evacuation, so prepare 
for the day when you and your pets may have to leave 
home. Local and state health and safety regulations do not 
permit the Red Cross to allow pets in disaster shelters. 
Service animals, which assist people with disabilities are 
the only animals allowed in Red Cross shelters. 
 
�� Check with your local emergency management agency 
to learn about animal care policies or agreements in evacuations and after disasters. 
 
�� Contact hotels and motels outside your area to check their policies on accepting pets 
and restrictions on number, size and species. Ask if “no pet” policies could be waived in 
an emergency. Keep a contact list of pet-friendly places with your other disaster 
information and supplies. If alerted to an impending disaster, call ahead for 
reservations. 
 
�� Ask friends, relatives or others outside the affected area whether they could shelter 
your animals. If you have more than one pet, be prepared to house them separately. 
 
�� Make a list of boarding facilities and veterinarians who could shelter animals in an 
emergency. Include 24-hour phone numbers.  
 
�� Ask local animal shelters if they provide emergency shelter or foster care. 
 
�� Research other local, state and national pet sheltering resources available during 
disasters. 
 
�� Transport your pets in a carrier during a disaster so they feel safer. 
 
�� Know your pets’ hiding places so you can find them easily in times of stress. 
 
�� Stressed pets can behave differently than normal, and their aggression level may 
increase. Use a muzzle to prevent bites. Also be advised that panicked pets may 

 

 



try to flee. 
 
�� Arrange for a neighbor to check on your pets and take care of them if a disaster 
occurs while you’re not home. 
 
�� Keep your pets’ ID tags up-to-date. Consider having your pets micro-chipped. 
 
�� Don’t forget to include pet items in your disaster supplies kit.  


